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TERM 1 CALENDAR 2022 

 

Monday 28th March—                              
Cross Country (3-6) @ Hanging Rock 

Thursday 7th April—End of term cele-
bration Sausage Sizzle 

Friday 8th April—  End of term 1 

‘We may be small but we’ve got it all!’ 

We respect and honour Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders past, present and future.                                                
We acknowledge the stories, traditions and living cultures of  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples on this land and 

commit to building a brighter future together. 

EASTER RAFFLE  

THANKYOU for the easter donations that have come in 

so far.  Please keep them coming!! 

Attached to this newsletter you will receive some raffle 

tickets—so that you can get started selling them.  I have 

sent home one booklet for each child, however if you 

would like some more there is plenty—just let me know.  

THE MORE WE SELL THE CLOSER WE GET TO REPLACING THE SLIDE.  Reach out 

to family, friends and colleagues!!! 

END OF TERM CELEBRATION—THURSDAY 7TH APRIL 

You and your family are invited to join the staff for a sausage sizzle on Thursday 

7th April. 

TIME: 4,30—6.00 pm—Games with Mr Boxall and sausage sizzle for dinner. 

We are really looking forward to getting our unique school community togeth-

er. 

HARMONY DAY 

Harmony Week  celebrates Australia’s cultural 

diversity.  Its about inclusiveness, respect and a 

sense of belonging for everyone. 

On Monday we will be recognising Harmony Day 

with the students.  We will be engaging is some 

fun activities and discussing the importance of cultural diversity and inclusion.   

A NEW STAFF MEMBER 

This week we welcomed Sharlene Johannssen 

(Ms J) to our staff team.  Sharlene will be 

working as an ES staff member within the 

classroom, with small groups and with individ-

ual students. Sharlene is has a vast experience 

in the mental wellbeing field and is a qualified 

student counsellor working mostly in schools. 

Sharlene has already began to develop a posi-

tive relationship with our students and staff—

and she absolutely loves our little school. 

 

                                                  

 Darraweit Guim Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young 

people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.  

 Darraweit Guim Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.  

 Darraweit Guim Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where ALL students are safe and feel safe, and 

their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.  

 Every person involved in Darraweit Guim Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she 

plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all 
they do and every decision they make.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone 

has been 

SUPER-

STARS this 

week. 
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JUNIOR GRADE NEWS 

After the long weekend, the Junior Class was ready to hop back into their learning! 

This week in the Junior Class we have been looking at 2D shapes. We always start off our new maths units by letting students explore 
the topic and explore their own thinking. This units activities were: shape tracing, spin a shape and shape builder.  

In our reading and writing sessions, we have been doing a new program called Initialit. Students have been learning all about syllables 
and rhyme, and have been building on their letter sound knowledge by exploring digraphs (when 2 letters make 1 sound, e.g. 'ch' and 
'sh').  

Garden-to-Kitchen 

This week in Kitchen Garden Mrs Bryan was fortunate to visit 
Lancefield Primary School and check out their Kitchen Gar-
den program.  Their kitchen is purpose built for the pro-
gram and was opened by Stephanie Alexander herself. 

 

 

This week the students have sewn some Chinese cabbage, 
broccoli, carrot and choy 
sum seeds.  We are hoping 
the rain helps them sprout nice and fast.  

 



 

 

YEAR 5/6 WEEKLY  

RUNDOWN 

THE GRADE 4,5 & 6 STUDENTS WENT TO 

MARS!!! Well, to be more accurate, VICTO-

RIAN SPACE SCIENCE EDUCATION CEN-

TRE, based at Strathmore Secondary 

School.  

The students started the day controlling their own Mars rover (Sphero robots) around Mars’ surface, 

everyone had to code the correct algorithm to complete a square on the surface of Mars. 

Later in the day, students were split into 2 teams: Earth (communications base) and Mars 

(Astronauts and scientists). Students on the Earth team had to had to look after the Mars astronauts 

and make sure that their base didn’t blow up, while the Mars scientists had to perform experiments 

on their Mars base. 

The Mars base did explode twice (different scenario’s), luckily all students were able to leave their 

base safely, with time remaining. 

Thank you to Bolinda Primary School and Hesket Primary School for coming along and being a part 

of the day. 

 

 



 

 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND  

WELLBEING 

 

Children are often exposed to news of the conflict.
(Flickr: Michael Cramer) 

 

How to talk to children about  
the Ukraine-Russia war. 
 
By Liz Gwynn, 02/03/2022 
"How do I explain this to my children?" 
"My kids have been asking me if we're safe, how do I reassure them?" 
"My child's classmate said there's going to be a war, what do I say?" 

As Russia's assault on Ukraine continues, more and more children are exposed to news of the conflict and have asked ques-
tions about it and what it means for them. 
Parents have posted these questions on social media sites as they themselves try to comprehend how Russia was able to 
invade Ukraine in the 21st century. 
On the one hand, parents want to protect their children but on the other, they are aware the conflict is being spoken about 
at school and images and videos are all over Instagram and popular video-sharing platform TikTok.  
Many parents know their children will have questions about what is occurring in Ukraine, but how should they answer 
them? 
Hobart child psychologist Cassie Xintavelonis said her number one tip was to keep it simple. 
"Give enough information to satisfy your kids' curiosity and answer their questions, but don't go into too much detail," she 
said. 
Ms Xintavelonis said children from the age of seven would have some understanding of the situation in Ukraine, however, 
it was still important to take their lead.  
"Start the conversation with general questions like, 'Do you know where Ukraine is?', 'Have you heard anything about 
what's happening there?' and be honest if there's a question you don't know the answer to," Ms Xintavelonis said. 
 
Girl worried her dad might get conscripted 

Natalie Dowling's nine-year-old daughter first learned of the conflict when she overheard several students saying there was 
a war between Russia and Ukraine. 
"She was upset by it because she had been taught about military conscription and thought her father might be sent away 
to fight," Ms Dowling said. 
"The first thing I did was show her a map of how far away Russia and Ukraine were to Australia geographically, and then I 
explained that conscription is no longer relevant today and there was no chance of her dad going away to war." 
The Hobart mother then used a schoolyard analogy to explain the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, using simple termi-
nology and not going into too much detail. 
"Children only need to know the minimum to allay their fears and to make them feel like they have an understanding of 
the situation," she said. "She was reassured by that explanation and we haven't heard about it since." 
Ms Xintavelonis said the media made everything seem a lot closer to home, so showing children where Ukraine was in rela-
tion to Australia on a map was a good idea because it could help them feel safe. 
"Talk about the geographical distance and then talk about things closer to home, reassure them they are safe where they 
live," she said. 
She said honesty was the best policy if parents were feeling worried or upset by what's occurring in Ukraine. 
"I'm all for honesty, it's a good opportunity to show our child how we respond when we feel worried, and what strategies 
we can use to help us feel better," Ms Xintavelonis said. 
Lastly, experts say it's important to find the right balance when it comes to media or social media. 
"Just being aware of how much social media or media is in the background and limit how much your child consumes," Ms 
Xintavelonis said. 
"Parents can suggest other activities to TikTok or Instagram in order to strike the right balance." 
Ms Dowling agrees and says it's important for parents not to confuse child empowerment with oversharing. 
"Parents need to create a space where kids can still be kids," she said. 


